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40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
Environmental Protection Agency § 205.169

§ 205.169 Labeling requirements.
(a) The manufacturer of any product (including the manufacturer of newly produced motorcycles) subject to this subpart must, 

at the time of manufacture,
affix a permanent, legible label, or mark of the type and in the manner described below, containing the information provided 

below, to all such exhaust systems or exhaust system components to be distributed in commerce. 
(b) The labels or marks shall be affixed in such a manner that they cannot be removed without destroying or defacing them, 

and must not be applied to any part which is easily detached from such product.
(c) The label or mark shall be in a readily visible position when the exhaust system or exhaust system 

component is installed on all motorcycles for which it is designed and marketed.
(d) All required language shall be lettered in the English language in block letters and numerals in a color that 

contrasts with its background. 
(e) The label or mark must contain the following information:
(1) For exhaust systems subject to the noise emission standards of § 205.166:
(i) The label heading: Motorcycle Exhaust System Noise Emission Control Information;
(ii)(A) For original equipment and replacement exhaust system, the following statement:This (manufacturer’s name) exhaust 

system (serial number) meets EPA noise emission requirements of (noise emission standard) dBA for the following 
motorcycles: (list of model specific codes). Installation of this exhaust system on motorcycle models not specified may 
violate Federal law.

(B) For exhaust system components designed and marketed for motorcycles, and tested in accordance with § 205.168 as a 
constituent of a complete exhaust system comprising non-original equipment components (other than itself), as provided 
for in § 205.166(b)(3), the following statement: This (manufacturer’s name) (type of component) (serial number), when 
installed with a legal (type of component), meets EPA noise emission requirements of (noise emission standard) dBA for 
the following motorcycles: (list of model specific codes). Installation of this exhaust system components on motorcycle 
models not specified may violate Federal law. 

(iii) The model specific code must be the same as used by the motorcycle manufacturer and described in § 205.158(a)(6). 
(2) For exhaust systems designed solely for use on competition motorcycles (as defined by § 205.151(a)(3) and so designated 

and labeled by the manufacturer), the statement: This product is designed for use on closed course competition 
motorcycles only and does not conform to U.S. EPA noise emission standards. Used on motorcycles subject to EPA noise 
regulations constitutes tampering and is a violation of Federal law unless it can be shown that such use does not cause 
the motorcycle to exceed applicable Federal standards.

(3) For exhaust systems designed solely for use on motorcycles manufactured before January 1, 1982, the statement: This 
product is designed for use on pre-1982 model year motorcycles only and does not Conform to U.S. EPA noise emission 
standards. Use on motorcycles subject to EPA noise regulations constitutes tampering and is a violation of Federal law 
unless it can be shown that such use does not cause the motorcycle to exceed applicable Federal  standards.

(4) For replacement exhaust systems manufactured in the United States solely for use outside the U.S. and not conforming to 
the noise emissions standards of this regulation, the statement: ‘‘For Export Only.’’ [45 FR 86718, Dec. 31, 1980, as 
amended at 47 FR 57722, Dec. 28, 1982]



Intro 416A and Intro 1086-2009 both refer to Title 40 Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 205.169.

Unfortunately the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
has historically failed to enforce their noise labeling 
regulations for motorcycle manufacturers. 

When an EPA’s motorcycle certification representative was 
directly asked about motorcycle manufacturers not 
complying with the EPA noise labeling requirements, he 
replied,  

“EPA regulates emissions not noise. Check with the 
Department of Transportation. 

John LaCroix
Compliance & Innovative Strategies Division”.1



On December 29, 2008 two NYC residents, with 
very technical and mechanical knowledge of 
motorcycles, visited several NYC motorcycle 
dealerships.    The dealership’s staff assisted 

with the inspections of the motorcycles.
(edit: since the initial survey, newer motorcycle 

models have been inspected.)

The purpose of the visits was to inspect stock 
(from the factory) motorcycles with OEM exhaust 

systems for their compliance with
40 CFR § 205.169.



During 2008 – 2009
NYC Motorcycle dealerships were visited:

– Camrod Motorsports, New York, N.Y.

– BMW Manhattan, New York, N.Y.

– New York City Harley-Davidson, Queens, N.Y

– NY Honda/Yamaha, Queens, N.Y.

– Models were also inspected at the International 
Motorcycle Show, January 2009, as well at dealer 
displays at Indianapolis MotoGP, August 2009.

– Potamkin Vespa/ Aprilia, Moto-Guzzi



In this survey the stock, OEM exhaust systems on 
motorcycles were closely inspected to find the 

EPA noise label and photographed.   The 
models included in this survey are from the 

following manufacturers: 

– BMW
– Ducati
– Harley-Davidson/ Buell
– Honda
– Kawasaki
– KTM
– Suzuki
– Yamaha /Star









SURVEY RESULTS:

 76 STOCK motorcycles were inspected.

 Of these 76 motorcycle models, an EPA  noise emissions label could 
NOT be found on 26 models (34% ).

 Of the 76 motorcycle models, 58% did not have a “readily visible” EPA 
noise emissions label as per 40 CFR § 205.169 (c). 

 Of the 76 motorcycle models, 0% had an EPA  label which conformed 
to the color contrast requirement as per 40 CFR § 205.169 (d) !

 Please keep in mind that the majority of the motorcycles inspected in 
this survey are  CLEAN and NEW.  Once these motorcycles are run on 
the street and pick up road grime it will be impossible to locate or read 
the EPA stampings.



40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
§ 205.169
Labeling requirements.

(d) All required language shall be lettered in 
the English language in block letters and 
numerals in a color that contrasts with its 
background.

None of the motorcycles 
inspected in our surveys 

conformed to this requirement



40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
§ 205.169
Labeling requirements.

(c) The label or mark shall be in a readily visible position
when the exhaust system or exhaust system component 
is installed on all motorcycles for which it is designed 
and marketed. 

The majority of the motorcycle models inspected did not 
have an EPA noise emissions label in a “readily visible 
position”. With many models, the motorcycle would need 
to be dismantled in a continued effort to search for a 
possible EPA label.



40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
§ 205.169
Labeling requirements.

(c) The label or mark shall be in a readily visible position when 
the exhaust system or exhaust system component is installed 
on all motorcycles for which it is designed and marketed. 

Does this “visible position" refer to a place that a factory trained motorcycle 
mechanic working on the motorcycle can find it?  Or an EPA technician for 
testing?

It is the ASSUMPTION of local legislatures that the “visible position” is such 
that a DOT officer,  traffic agent or local law enforcement officer can read 
it while the motorcycle is parked on a city street.  If the “readily visible 
position” was meant to be visible for local law enforcement then would not 
the EPA have regulations for the uniform placement of the label, such as 
with the CFR which regulates the placement of Vehicle Identification 
Numbers (VIN)  on all motor vehicles?  Every motorcycle has it’s VIN 
stamped into the head tube, every automobile has it’s VIN on a badge 
visible at the driver’s side door, and windshield area.



In Summary, The results proved that none of the major 
motorcycle manufacturers  are complying with the 40 
CFR § 205.169 labeling requirements at the time of 
manufacture.

§ 205.169 Labeling requirements.
(a) The manufacturer of any product (including the 

manufacturer of newly produced motorcycles) 
subject to this subpart must, at the time of 
manufacture,  affix a permanent, legible label, or 
mark …

Therefore, why should motorcycle owners be held 
liable for the EPA’s failure to enforce their own 
regulation, and for the manufacturers’ failure to 
comply with the regulation?



Photographic survey results:



58% of the motorcycles 
inspected did NOT have a 
“readily visible” EPA noise 

emissions label. 



2008 BMW K 1200 GT



2008 BMW K 1200 GT



2009 BMW K 1200 GT



2009 BMW K 1200 GT (Viewed through rear wheel while laying on ground) 
Please remember this is CLEAN, NEW bike.  This area will be covered in road 
grime picked up from the rear wheel, and flung over the tire side of the exhaust 
canister, where this stamping was finally found



2009 BMW R 1200 R 



2008 Star Road Liner 1900



2008 Star Road Liner 1900, 
saddle bags will eventually cover the EPA label



2009 Yamaha WR 250 X



2009 Yamaha WR 250 X



2009 Yamaha WR 250 X  (VIEW FROM BETWEEN REAR WHEEL AND UNDERTAIL)
Label is extremely difficult to read, and remember this is a new, CLEAN motorcycle.

No color contrast of lettering.



A customer’s Buell Blast with stock (OEM) under engine exhaust.



Buell Blast (viewed through right side foot peg assembly, the 
stamping was finally found under the engine)



2009 Buell 1125 R 



2009 Buell 1125 R (under right foot peg assembly)



2008 Kawasaki Ninja ZX-6R



2008 Ninja ZX-6R with under tail exhaust



2008 Ninja ZX-6R (view from between rear wheel and undertail, an area 
which will become VERY dirty when the bike is used.)



2008 Honda Interceptor



2008 Honda Interceptor (view from between rear wheel and undertail)



Honda 919- Heat shields cover the actual exhaust



Honda 919
EPA label located underneath the heat shield, 

underneath the tail end of motorcycle, it is barely visible due 
to color of the exhaust.



NO EPA noise label could be found on 34% of 
the STOCK motorcycles inspected without 

dismantling the motorcycle!

2008 Kawasaki Concours 14



2009 Harley- Davidson Ultra Classic Electra Glide
(the EPA stamping is most likely hidden under heat shields on the exhaust canisters 

which would have to be dismantled to check)



Harley- Davidson Road Glide 
(again the EPA stamping is most likely hidden under heat 
shields on the exhaust canisters which would have to be 

dismantled to check)



2009 Suzuki B-King  (still in crate from manufacturer)



2009 Suzuki B- King 
(plastic covers on the exhaust canisters most likely cover any EPA stamping)



2007 BMW R 1200 GS



stock 2007 BMW R 1200 GS 
(no stamping could be found, it is possibly under the protective shield)



2003 BMW R 1150 GS



stock 2003 BMW R 1150 GS
Again a stamping could not be found  (Note: This is commonly the condition in 

which a street motorcycle will be found in.)



2008 Honda CBR 1000 RR



2008 Honda CBR 1000 RR
An EPA stamping could not be found



EDIT: August, 2009: Honda CBR 1000RR- EPA stamping near the swingarm.

The rear wheel needs to be removed for the stamping to be visible.



2009 Yamaha FZ6R- exhaust in under the engine and NO EPA label could be found



2009 Yamaha FZ6R- Exhaust under the engine near rear wheel, under 
right side foot controls



2009 Yamaha FZ6R-

Exhaust under the engine 
near rear wheel, under 
right side foot controls



2009 Yamaha R6S  EPA labeling 
is located on end cap, which is 
easily removed/ replaced.  This 

violates 40 CFR 205.169 (b)



1From: Michelle Medina <> To: John LaCroix/AA/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 08/24/2009 10:25 AM
Subject: Motorcycle Exhaust Labeling Requirements??

Dear Mr. Lacroix,

I found your email address on an EPA website and I'm hoping that you can direct my inquiry to someone that can help me.

My question is in regards to the requirements for motorcycle manufactures to label motorcycle exhaust systems.
Title 40: CFR § 205.169 Labeling requirements.

My questions are specifically about parts: 

(c) The label or mark shall be in a readily visible position when the exhaust system or exhaust system component
is installed on all motorcycles  for which it is designed and marketed.  

as well as part 

(d) All required language shall be lettered in the English language in block letters and numerals in a color that
contrasts with its background.

Many local municipalities around the country are trying to use these regulations as a means to combat excessive motorcycle noise.
Unfortunately the majority if not all of the motorcycle manufacturers are not complying 100% with both of these regulations.

I have personally inspected many current motorcycle models legally for sale in the U.S., from major manufacturers, sitting on dealership showroom 
floors. I have found that none of the EPA exhaust labels placed on the exhausts are placed "in a color that contrasts with it's background". Instead the 
labels are just an impressed stamping, which is very difficult if not impossible to read, this is on clean, new, never ridden motorcycles.

In regards to part (c) "readily visible position" of the label: Can anyone please inform me on who that "readily visible position" label is meant for?
Is it truly meant for local law enforcement officers to be able to inspect while the motorcycle is parked on a public street?
Is it a licensed motorcycle mechanic working on a motorcycle?
Or is it only meant for an EPA technician testing a new model?

Again while inspecting current model motorcycles I have found that many motorcycle models legally for sale in the U.S. do not have the label in a 
location that is "readily visible" for someone to find while the motorcycle is parked on a public street. Many labels are placed on the tire side of the 
exhaust component, where road debris can easily cover it, as well as other parts of the motorcycle can easily obscure the label.
Some labels are now being placed in locations where the rear wheel of the motorcycle needs to be removed to see the EPA label on the exhaust, how 
can this possibly be a "readily visible position" (this is the case for the 2009 Honda CBR1000RR and 2009 Yamaha FZ6R)?
Some labels are hidden under a protective heat shield which covers the exhaust pipes (some Harley-Davidson models as well as BMW models).

Again I hope you can help direct this inquiry to someone who can help answer my concerns about this issue.

Thank you,

Michelle Medina                                                                                                              page 1 of 2



• On Mon, Aug 24, 2009 at 10:35 AM, <LaCroix.John@epamail.epa.gov> wrote: 

Ms. Medina, 
Your regulation reference is incorrect. Look at 40 CFR part 86.413.78 

John LaCroix
Compliance & Innovative Strategies Division
734-214-4463
fax: 734-214-4869 

• -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From: Michelle Medina <> To: John LaCroix/AA/USEPA/US@EPA Date: 08/24/2009 10:44 AM 
Subject: Re: Motorcycle Exhaust Labeling Requirements??

Thank You for your quick reply. It is my understanding that 40 CFR part 86.413.78 is for Vehicle 
Emission Control Information, for hydrocarbon, etc emissions, and not noise. 
The labels I am referring to are for noise emissions, which are placed on motorcycle 
exhaust/mufflers, 40: CFR Part 205.169

Thank You again for your quick response.
Michelle Medina

• -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From: "LaCroix.John@epamail.epa.gov" <LaCroix.John@epamail.epa.gov>
To: Michelle Medina <>
Sent: Monday, August 24, 2009 10:51:36 AM
Subject: Re: Motorcycle Exhaust Labeling Requirements??

EPA regulates emissions not noise. Check with the Department of Transportation. 

John LaCroix
Compliance & Innovative Strategies Division
734-214-4463
fax: 734-214-4869                                                                                         page 2 of 2 

mailto:LaCroix.John@epamail.epa.gov�


We would like to thank the staff at :

Camrods Motorsports, 
New York City Harley-Davidson and 

NY Honda/Yamaha
for their cooperation and assistance in 

performing this survey.

-revised  June 23, 2010
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